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is bad, not so idol worship. An idolater makes a fetish of his
idol. An idol worshipper sees God even in a stone and therefore
takes the help of an idol to establish his union with God. Every
Hindu child knows that the stone in the famous temple in Bana-
ras is not Kashi Vishwanath. But he believes that the Lord of
the Universe does reside specially in that stone. This play of
the imagination is permissible and healthy. Every edition of
the Gita on a book-stall has not that sanctity which I ascribe
to my own copy. Logic tells me there is no more sanctity in
my copy than in any another. The sanctity is in my imagi-
nation. But that imagination brings about marvellous concrete
results. It changes men's lives. I am of opinion that whether
we admit it or not, we are all idol worshippers or idolaters, if
the distinction I have drawn is not allowed. A book, a building,
a picture, a carving are surely all images in which God does
reside, but they are not God. He who says they are errs.
Harijan, 9-3-1940
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EDUCATED UNEMPLOYMENT
Q. The problem of unemployment among the educated
is assuming alarming proportions. You of course condemn
higher education, but those of us who have been to the Uni-
versity realize that we do develop mentally there. Why
should you discourage anyone from learning? Would not a
better solution be for unemployed graduates to go in for mass
education and let the villagers give them food in return ? And
could not Provincial Governments come to their aid and help
them with some money and clothing ? -
A. I am not against higher education. But I am against
only a few lakhs of boys and girls receiving it at the expense
of ths poor tax-payer. Moreover, I am against the type of
higher education that is given. It is much cry and little wool.
The whole system of higher education and for that matter all
education needs radical overhauling. But your difficulty is
about unemployment. In this you have my sympathy and co-
operation. On the principle that every labourer is worthy of
his hire, every graduate who goes to a village to serve it is